The Twenty-one Balloons



Name ________________________________
Introduction and Chapter 1








Date______________________________
Choose the best answer:

___  1.   Which is NOT one of the things that may happen if you go to school in a balloon
A.  You will get an award for being punctual.

B.  You may never get there because the winds are calmed.

C.  The wind may take you in the wrong direction.      

D.     No one will bother you for playing hooky.

___  2.   Professor William Waterman Sherman’s regular job was 

A.  an anthropologist    B.  an arctic explorer      C.   an inventor     D.  an arithmetic teacher

___  3.   One of the parts of this story that is true is

A.  the cleverness of the inventions     
B.  the types of restaurants on the island

C.    the volcanic eruption on  Krakatoa in 1883


D.   Professor Sherman’s triumphant return to San Francisco


___  4.    Where was Professor Sherman rescued from?

A.  Pacific Ocean
B.   Atlantic Ocean          C.  Indian Ocean      D.   Arctic Ocean

___  5.   The ship’s crew and newspapermen in New York were disgusted with the Professor because

A.  He wanted money to tell them the story of his adventure
B. He told them two different accounts of his travels and balloon wreck

C. He would only tell his story to the Western American Explorer’s Club.  

D.    He didn’t pay his hotel bill.

___  6.  The headline in the New York Paper said

A.  Professor Sherman in Wrong Ocean with Too Many Balloons

B. Explorer Rescued at Sea with No Memory of How He Got There

C. Professor Sherman Returns to San Francisco with News of a New Continent

D. Balloons Now Proven to be Safest Mode of Overseas Travel

___  7.  The Mayor of New York brought the Professor

A.  A miniature Statue of Liberty     B. a Coney Island hot dog and a Carvel ice cream cone     

C.    news from Karkatoa 
       D.   the key to the city

___  8.  The President was impressed by Sherman’s

A.  bravery     B.  loyalty     C.  oratorical skill     D.  keen memory

___  9.    The explosive event on Krakatoa was

A. heard 300 miles away     B.   only fatal to the island’s cattle    C.  not true     D.  not fatal at all 


___  10.  The President’s reply to Professor Sherman said that the would

A.  imprison him for withholding his story   B.  take him to San  Francisco in a balloon   

C.     give him a ride to San Francisco in the Presidential train     

D.    pay him $1,000,000 for his story
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Name ________________________________
Chapter 2-3








Date_________________________________

Choose the best answer:

___    1.  The city where the hero’s welcome is being prepared for Professor Sherman was

A.   London
B.  San Francisco       C.  New York        D.  Paris
___   2.   Mr. Tomes is president of  
A. Tomes  Aeronautical Studios         B.   Plastics Unlimited         

C.    Tomes  Timepieces 

         D.   Abundant Balloons 
___    3.  With what did the Mayor decide to decorate the avenue?

A.  one hundred bright red carnations

B.  two hundred  U.S. flags

C.    one thousand miniature balloons

D.  ten thousand poppies
___  4.  What part of the Western Explorers’ Club was carried away by balloons?

A.  the statue     B.  the  steeple      C.  the  weathervane     D.  the cupola
___  5.  By the time he gets to the Explorers’ Club, Professor Sherman will have traveled around the world in

A.  80 days
    B.  40 days     C.    120 days
     D.  160 days

___ 6.   Joseph Tomes’ flying balloon couch was brought to earth by

A.  a spark from Tomes’ cigar         B.   hailstones as big as baseballs      

C.     the arrow on a statue
      D.   a change in the weather

___  7.  A little girl from St. Catherine’s Waif House for Little Girls presented Professor Sherman 

A.  the key to San Francisco       
B.   an Indian headdress      

C.     a bouquet of toy balloons
  
D.   a map of the Pacific

___  8.   The Professor gave his speech to the Explorer’s Club from


A .   a tethered balloon     B.     the cupola      C.     a floating couch    D.   a freshly made bed

___  9.   Professor Sherman’s balloon was called

A.  the Krakatoa       B.   the Globe       C.  the San Francisco      D.   Rubber Ball

___  10.  When Professor Sherman launched his balloon at the beginning of his trip, how many people saw him off?

A.   only four of his closest friends     
B.   forty of the students from his school     

C.      over a hundred men from the Western American Explorer’s Club


D.     nearly a thousand well-wishers from San Francisco and beyond
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Name _______________________________

Ch 4-5






Date  _______________________________

Choose the best answer:

___  1.   To rise above the storm, Professor Sherman

A.   released his garbage as ballast         B.    rotated the rudder on the wicker basket   

C.      released gas from the balloon
D.   jumped up and down a hundred times   

___  2.   On what day did the Professor spy land?

A.   the third day
B.  the seventh day     C.  the seventeenth day    D.  the seventieth day

___  3.   What caused the balloon to come down?

A.   too much sun light     B.  a rifle shot     C.  a hole the size of a sea gull     D.  a lightning strike

__  4.   After the professor ahd thrown everything overboard that he could, he finally made it to the island by

A.  swimming between the sharks    
B.  landing on a ship headed that direction    

C.    riding on the back of a seagull    

D.    cutting lose the wicket basket and tying the balloon ropes to his arms

___  5.    After landing on the island, Professor Sherman

A. fell asleep on the beach
B.  immediately set about repairing the hole in his balloon  

C.    shot the sea gull

D.  found a telephone

___  6.    The first person the professor saw was

A.   in a policeman’s uniform     

B.    a barely clothed native

C.     dressed like an aristocrat in white

D.   spouting unintelligible gibberish

___  7.    The gentleman gave him cufflinks for his shirt that contained

A. large  diamonds
B.  seashells     C.   heart-shaped rocks      D.     human teeth

___  8.    The inhabitants had cleared away the jungle except for a fringe around the edges

A.  to protect themselves from volcanos
B.    to protect themselves from natives 

C.  to protect themselves from storms                D.   to cause ships to think it was uninhabited

___  9.   The gentleman said his name was

A.   Mr.  A      B.    Mr. D      C.    Mr. F        D.    Mr.    Q

___  10.    The contents of the mine were so dazzling that Professor  Sherman had to

A.  close his eyes




B.  wear sunglasses       

  C.     breathe deeply seven times before entering     
D.   take an aspirin
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Ch 6-7





Date _____________________________________

Choose the best answer:

___  1.  The professor’s first night in Krakatoa

A.   was a good night’s sleep with pleasant dreams    B.  had nightmares of angry sea gulls    

C.      kept being awakened by the rumbling of the volcano    D.  he slept in a tree

___  2.  The professor learned that the foundation of every house on Karkatoa

A.   floats just like the hillsides     B.   has a Bible cemented into it     

C.      is built on solid diamond        D.   it built on sinking sand

___   3.   The Professor learned that Mr. M had first been shipwrecked on the island 

A.  8 months before     B.  8 years before    C.  18 years before      D.  80 years before

___    4.  The form of government of Krakatoa is called

A.  Restaurant Government     B. Royal Oligarchy       

C.     Rumination Royalty
D.  Gourmet Government   

____ 5.  The Krakatoan calendar has

A.  30 months of 16 days each      
B.  18 months of 20 days each   

C.     25 months  of 14 days each   
D.   10 months of 36 days each

___  6.    After  the Captain sold his diamonds he hand-picked twenty families to return with him to the island;  which was NOT a criterion for selection?

A.  only two children, a boy and a girl      B. highly creative    C. highly inventive    D.  wealthy

___  7.   In regard to his name, The Professor was told

A.  he could not keep the name Waterman    
B.  he could not keep the name William   

C.     he could not keep the name Sherman
D.  he would not have to take the name U

___  8.   Mr. F bought the plans and stones for his house in

A.  France      B.  Finland         C.  Fiji          D.  Furkino Baso

___  9.   The basement of the Moroccan house has 

A.  a giant steam engine      
B.  an indoor swimming pool      

C.    an airship factory 

D.  a giant tool box

___ 10.  A bed in the Moroccan house has

A.   twenty-five pillows

B.   springs made of trampoline coils    

C.     continuous sheeting
D.   a chute that slides into a bathtub
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Date ______________________________

Ch 8-10

Choose the best answer:

___  1.  The Balloon Merry-go-Round has what instead of horses?

A.  camels
B.   airplanes      C. sailboats        D.     zebras
___  2.   The “B” children did not go on the balloon merry-go-round ride because

A.  they were afraid of heights    B.  it was their day to cook   C.  they couldn’t afford it

___  3.   To keep the balloon level in the air, the children would

A.  let air out of some balloons   B.  jump up and down vigorously   C.  add a balloon

___  4.   Professor Sherman was concerned because he didn’t see where they would get

A. masts for the boats   B.  money for the trip home   C.   food for the camels

___  5.  Professor Sherman discovered that in order to swim at the beach he must

A.  wear extra clothes    B.   dive from the bulging land humps      

C.    wade to waist deep water so the land humps would not lift him out of the water 

___  6.  In the atlas, Professor Sherman discovered that Krakatoa is between

A.  Thailand and Borneo     B.  Java and Sumatra     C.  Mindanao and Singapore   

___  7.  Mr.  F explained that the escape plan consisted of a large platform made from

A.  light wood imported from South America 
B.  Philippine mahogany

C. Mexican ironwood 



D.   California redwood

___  8.  When the time came to escape from the island, all of the residents were

A.  asleep      


B.  scattered all over the island  

C.  in the diamond mines     
D.  listening to the professor tell about San Francisco

___  9.   The professor did not have time to

A.  grab any diamonds       B.  pack his clothes   C.  say “good-by” to Mr. F.

___  10.  All they had to eat on the floating platform was

A.  toasted almonds      B.  lamb shish kebabs      C.   the Dutch dinner and hot chocolate  

___  11.  Most of the families parachuted off the platform in

A.  the straits of Java    B.   India     C.  Belgium     D.    Scotland

___  12.    The Professor landed the platform in the Atlantic Ocean because

A.  he didn’t have a parachute    B.   he was a good swimmer    C.  he didn’t like Europe

Extra Credit:   Why is the title twenty-one balloons?   

